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Translated from the Revue Philateligue by J. A. 


The Stamp Exchange of the “ Champs-Elysées’ is certainly one of the 
features of picturesque Paris. This rendezvous, dear to collector and dealer, 
is situated between the “* Champs-Elysées” and Guignol. 

To be appreciated the exchange should be visited when at its heighth, that 
is to say at about four o'clock on a fine spring afternoon. 

Its devotees are of two classes, viz: those bringing stamps and those in 
search of them, 

To the former class belong the messenger boys, their stock in trade con- 
sisting of the stamps they have been begging from the persons who employ 
them; the office-boys who find their profits in ransacking the waste-baskets; 
the sons of consuls and ambassadors who increase their pocket money 

through the official correspondence of their parents; and lastly those who 
’ may have inherited a collection from some relative either by his decease or 
from one who went away to foreign lands and never returned. 

The above generally know nothing or but little of the value of the stamps 
they bring, and consequently around them both amateurand dealer gather 
like wolves in search of prey. You will see the latter turning over with 
feverish hands the leaves of the albums, small books or sheets of their vic- 
tims, or else looking over the shoulders of the fortunate ones having that 
privilege, scrutinizing watermarks, looking for errors, turning over or wetting 
the stamps, until at last, in a stamp the ignorant neophite values at two cents, 
they find the watermark, perforation or error, which in the eyes of the 
expert enhances its value a hundredfold. 

This attraction for the unknown, this possibility of a find,is the reason 
that although the exchange is held in the open air, it is always well attended 
both during the stormy days of mid-winter and the beautiful summer days. 

By the side of the ardent collector, the petty dealer and the impecunious, 
strut the high personages of the exchange, the impeccable connoisseur and 
the large dealer. 

These generally keep aloof and only mix with the crowd when occasion 
requires it. They are well known and often consulted, and are informed of 
every important discovery. 

As soon as apprised of such an event, they condescend to approach, Then 
the hunt after spoil begins, and in'a moment’s time the inherited collection 
is stripped of all its gems. Once the album has left their hands, nothing but 
its skeleton remains, which in turn is abandoned to the small fry. 

The exchange is not exclusively a resort for the male sex; the fair sex is 
also represented and both young and old women visit it. They differ from 
men in that they do not come burdened as they do, nor are they as demon- 
strative, and they also spend less money. Asa rule they do not buy but ex- 
change. 

Nor need it be feared that their beautiful eyes turn the heads of the col- 
lector or play havoc with the hearts of the philatelists. Oh no! At such 
times they are insensible to charms. They are like Shaunard in the “‘ Bohe- 
mian Life,” with this difference, that instead of an antique book, their col- 
lections supply the place of their hearts. 

It occasionally happens, that the ardor of the brokers and collectors is 
somewhat dampened by a sudden thunderstorm. At such times those least 
smitten by the fever vacate the place and take shelter in groups in some 
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neighboring café of the Avenue Marigny; but the real collector disregards 
such trifling interruptions, The rain falls in torrents; peals of thunder 
shake the air, flashes of lightning d:zzle the eye and soon the Champs- 
Ely:ées, which but a moment before presented a spectacle of animation and 
gayety, are completely deserted with the exception of those stoics who are 
the real and true philatelists. 

There they are a sorry sight to behold ! Their clothes are dripping, their 
silk hats formless their foot gear soaking wet. What do they care! The 
inclemencies of the season are of little consequence to them when matters 
concerning their hobby are in question! They are waiting for the weather 
to clear up, and in the meantime, under the scanty protection their umbrellas 
will afford they spend their time in showing each other their rarities, the 
gems of their collections. 

Whoever has not endured those trials and tribulations isin their eyes 
but a chance collector, one not deserving the name, and lacking in true zeal 
and not able to appreciate the possession of a long wished for stamp. 

What is strange is that the fever not only attacks the amateur, but even 
the dealer is sometimes subject to it. 

He gladly sells stamps of medium value, stamps which he is likely to get 
again; but when it comes to rarities like the early Mauritius, the Sydney 
Views and Buenos Ayres, he frequently does not pait with them though he 
may have a chance to dispose of them most advantageously. He hoards 
them as a miser does his treasure, shows them with pride to a few favorite 
friends, and if he finally sells them, it is to some one who has the mania still 
more than he. 

The storms of the summer lessen by no means the charms of the exchange, 
on the contrary they add to it acertain spice greatly relished by the true 
collector, 

The balmy days of the pleasant season are over and winter is at hand. It 
is comparatively easy to bear the violence of a thunderstorm, but when it 
comes to enduring the nipping cold of winter and the biting storm of snow 
and sleet, one would suppose that the exchange would be deserted and 
trafic would cease. By no means, the exchange is then even more inter- 
esting and better attended. 

The collector is chilled to the bone, the grippe takes hold of him and sore 
throats are caught. What is that to him in return for the pleasure of meet- 
ing his rivals, of talking about the philatelic news of the week and increasing 
his collection. 


Night approaches; the lukewarm collector returns to a neighboring café. 
Not so with the stoics, they brave wind and weather, storm ice and snow to 
follow their favorite pursuit. By the unsteady light of the dingy street lamp 
they will remain forgetful of hour and season, their heads filled with dreams 


of the philatelic heaven, their feet benumbed with the cold and chilled by 
the melting snow. 


(From a Demarara 


{n our correspondence columns to-day is a letter from a Water Street mer- 
chant relating an incident which is likely to be memorable in the history of 
our postage stamps. Our system of Government is known to be paternal, 
most paternal. A man may buy at one time only a small measure of opium 

nd only one quart of rum. And now—Heaven bless them for their kind- 
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ness—our authorities have decided that the people shall not be allowed to 
buy more than a certain number of postage stamps!!! This is not a joke. 
It is a positive fact. The three Stamp Commissioners Messrs. Austin, Turner 
and Collier (we mention their names with reluctance) have issued a notice 
that as a sufficient number of one-cent stamps for the postal requirements of 
the colony has been issued, the further sale will be conducted only at the 
Post Office, under regulations. From the founding of that useful commodity 
the postage stamp, its sale in all countries in the world has been according 
to the wants of the buyers; the one desire of the issuers of it being to have 
as many as possible sold. All over the globe the stamp collector’s album is 
to be found, in the smallest cottage and in the Royal palace; stamp collec- 
tion has been elevated into a science, and at the present moment the treas- 
ures of a philatelic exhibition in London are delighting the most intellectual 
people of the empire. Because collectors and those who collect for collec- 
tors bought up large quantities of a provisional issue of one-cent stamps 
which our Government had to issue a month ago, the Commissioners have 
lost their head entirely, and see in this important contribution to the revenue 
of the Post Office, an attempt to trifle with the Fiscal machinery. One of 
the Commissioners stated in Court that the printer could supply 60,000 of 
the new stamps per day (and considering that the printing is done at the rate 
of 60 in one impression, the Commissioner might have said 300,000 a day 
so far as the printer is concerned) and at this rate the local demands could 
soon have been met in full. But however long or deep the local demands 
were, the Government ought to have continued to supply them as long as 
there was any paper left in the colony. The Commissioners are de- 


liberately interfering with a legitimate branch of postal revenue, and if strict 
justice were meted out to them, they would be called upon to make good 
the loss their misapprehension of the range‘and utility of the postage stamp 
has caused and is causing the colonial revenue. 


THE POST OFFICE, 


Sir—Allow me to make the following statement of fact. 

This morning, having occasion to post a number of town letters, I sent 
my clerk to the P. O. to purchase three shillings worth of stamps. He re- 
turned, informing me that the P. O. people declined to sell any stamps. 
Thinking the lad was temporarily “ off his head’ in imagining he had re- 
ceived such an utterly absurd and unbusiness-like reply to such an ordinary 
and commonplace request, I put on my hat and paid a visit in person to the 
office where I receive an exactly similar answer; qualified however, by the 
supplemental offer to let me have fwenty-four cents worth if I specially wish- 
ed it, butno more! ! 

Accustomed as Iam, with other business men, to the vagaries of Offi- 
cials in hindering legitimate trade, I must confess thata retrospect of over 
a quarter of a century of commercial life entirely fails in calling up anything 
approaching to such an idiotic act as this determination which the Post Office 
authorities have just arrived at. Fancy if you have a luxuriant imagination 
for conjuring up the ridiculous and unlikely, any one applying at the proper 
quarters in London for stamps and being told they could not be sold, that 
letters must be brought to the office to be stamped ! ! 

Here is a Government declaring themselves at the last meeting of the 
Financial Court so thoroughly impecunious and “hard up ” that they recorh- 
mended the immediate framing and introduction of recondite laws, tho- 
roughly unfitted for the circumstances of the colony, and which will be found 
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utterly unworkable in practice should they ever get past their present embryo 
state,—for the purpose of raising money to fill a contemplated empty ex- 
chequer at the end of the year—and yet refusing to employ the easy, popular 
and thoroughly legitimate means of raising a revenue by selling stamps ! ! 
Can want of business acumen go further?—I am, Sir, 
WATER STREET. 
1st August, 1890. 


[The Post Office is not to blame; for ‘‘ Post Office” read ‘* Stamp Commissioners. —Ep, 
af A.” ] 


THE A. P. A CONVENTION. 

That appearances are deceptive requires no further proof than the history 
of the Conventions of our Association. Each year we anticipated a stormy 
meeting and each time we suffered disappointment. Circulars of abuse and 
criticism were the order of the day, and when the hostile forces were arrayed, 
prepared for battle, each army was afraid of the powder of the other, and 
the flag of truce waved during the entire encampment. 

This year, the order of things was reversed, and prior to the Convention 
all appeared to be harmonious. However, the fire was slumbering and it took 
but little to ignite it and to make the session just closed a memorable one as 
the seat of a hard fought battle. 

The struggle for proxies had been a quiet but nevertheless a thorough one, 
and the final vote on Thursday showed 436 members represented, which, in- 
deed, was a satisfactory showing, particularly if we consider that in the sum- 
mer a great many of our members are not at their homes. 

The attendance, in person, varied from forty to eighty, and again proved 
the wisdom of those who for years have contended that every Convention 
should be held in New York or some other large eastern city. Chicago and 
St. Louis have conclusively proven that an adequate attendance cannot be 
secured in a western city, and that every Convention held there will attract 
only a very slim number of members not residents of the Convention town, 

This year by determining upon New York as the seat of the next Conven- 
tion, a new departure has been made, and we sincerely hepe that this pre- 
cedent can be made a rule. 

The greatest struggle was over the question of abrogating the clause of 
our Constitution which prohibits two or more residents of the same State 
occupying elective offices. The experience of the past has shown us that 
this clause greatly restricted the choice of officers and prevented us from se- 
curing the best men, no matter where we found them. In former years the 
amendment was not insisted upon by those favoring it, as they feared that 
some disgruntled members would resign and thereby weaken our Association. 
However, we are now sufficiently strong to be able to bear the loss of any 
who may leave us for such a reason. 

On Monday evening the preliminary skirmish showed that the av//s were able 
to defeat the proposed amendment, and great crowing was indulged in over 
the victory. However, the fight was not over, and one of the eastern mem- 
bers determined to carry the proposition if energy and labor would accom- 
plish it. The result was that on Thursday morning the proxies of this east- 
ern member had increased from twenty to forty, and before the aatis could 
realize what had occured they found themselves routed horse, fort and dra- 
goons. The final vote showed 311 votes in favor of this change, which was 
four more than required by the Constitution. 
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The only other important effect of the Convention is the abolition of the 
American Philatelist and the adoption of the Mfetropolitan Philatelist as the 
official organ of the Association. 

As long as our present gifted editor was able to devote a large part of his 
time to the publication of our paper, it was something that we justly took 
great pride in, but during the past six or eight months he has found it im- 
possible to devote thus the time that he formerly so employed, and as a re- 
sult the Journal deteriorated and our members began to find it dry and 
uninteresting. As a dernier coup we were informed that Mr. Brock would 
under no circumstances accept a re-appointment as Editor in Chief, and under 
these circumstances the change made was considered a desirable one. 

After October 1st, the members will receive the Metropolitan Philatelist 
in lieu of the American Philatelist and it is to be sincerely hoped that the 
editor of the former will use his best endeavors to make the official journal 
the organ of all. 

A few other matters passed upon at the Convention are worthy of notice 
and we shall mention them herewith. 


1. Mr, J. J. Casey was debarred from further advertising in our official 
organ. 

2, All voting by the Association shall hereafter be carried on under secret 
ballot. 

3. The next Convention will assemble in New York on the third Monday 
in August, next year. 

4. The Exchange Department was placed upon a cash basis and the 
Superintendent deprived of the first choice, so that all have an equal chance. 

5. J. A. Pierce and G. C. Lubitz were expelled from the Association on 
charges preferred in secret session. 

As usual many other matters of minorimportance were discussed and 
passed, but this short review cannot properly enter upon their consideration. 

Taken as a whole the result of the Convention is certainly a satisfactory 
one and we sincerely hope that next year, when we meet again, we shall have 
cause for congratulation over the progress that we have made. 

We append the address of the President, which is indeed worthy of care- 
ful attention from every member of the association, 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

“In response to the invitation of the three sister societies of New York, 
Brooklyn and Stateu Island, which she is proud to number among her 
daughters by adoption, our Association meets here to-day in the metropolis of 
our country, to deliberate on our affairs. It is fitting that we express both 
our thanks and appreciation. No other locality in the land awakens so many 
slumbering reminiscences of the devotees of our cult; for in this city is the 
old homestead where our first Convention was held, and where our Association 
had its birth; about no other dwell so mary whose names are alike familiar 
to us all and prominent in our annals; in no other is that enthusiam for our 
pursuit, which is both kindled and maintained by the constant friction of 
mind against mind engaged in the same endeavor, so likely to thrill into flame 
and be fed and renewed; in no other could so many of our members per- 
sonally participate in our councils. We rejoice, therefore, to be here, and on 
such an invitation, 

The magnificence of architecture, the aggregation of wealth, the splendor 
of civilization, the evidences of art and science and learning which surround 
us here, instinctively lead us to reflect how much the present age is indebted 
for the rapid growth of all these to that postal reform which, beginning in 
Great Britain fifty years ago, almost unnoticed elsewhere for a time, has 
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nevertheless grown and spread until to-day all nations have adopted its plan 
and feel its benign influence. For it extended to the many what had been 
the luxury of the few, cheapening and widening the means of communication, 
reaching to every avocation and relation of the modern community—the 
very life-blood of commerce and traffic, nourishing every social, scientific and 
family interest. A reform the semi-centennial of which as the representatives 
of the Stamp Collectors of the United States, we propose, among other 
things, to celebrate at this Convention; for it called into being and depended 
much for its success on those little treasures which are the monuments and 
records of its progress, and which it is our pleasure to collect and study, and 
to promulgate the knowledge of which our Association was formed. 

Let us not hope to settle who was the first to start this reform, to suggest 
the collection of postage by stamps, or to invent any of their various forms. 
Many another historical question presents like complications, and will remain 
unsettled through the ages; for different minds are led to different conclusions 
by the same facts, and all do not accept the same evidence. Though his 
countrymen at once awarded to Sir Rowland Hill the honor of having first 
formed that happy “combination of a number of principles brought into 
harmonious operation, each aiding and strengthening all the others,” which 
constituted his famous plan, and on which he himself says he depended, 
(Post Cireular No. 4, April 5, 1838), in the minds of some at least who read 
in Sir Rowland’s Life his own version of the story, there may arise the sus- 
picion that he received fully all the honor and emolument to which he was 
entitled; to those searching further, the truth may seem to be that those 
other advocates of postal reform whose names had already become promi- 
nent from their frequent attacks on existing postal abuses, both in Parliament 
and out, had suggested many of the features of the Plan, and prepared the 
public mind for, if they had not exactly excited it to demand the change; to 
these Sir Rowland Hill may not appear as a great public benefactor, but as 
a tactician shrewd enough to seize the opportunity and by a skillful com- 
bination of the suggestions of others to gain their support in reaping for him- 
self all the credit, place and emolument. If the view of such be true, this 
would be an old and oft repeated.story. “‘ Unsolved questions have no re- 
spect for the tranquility of nations,” and when a people feel that honor is 
due to some one, they are impatient to select the hero. In after time some 
will always doubt whether the garland was rightly bestowed. 

The Reform has proved a boon to the nations, no matter how many fallacies 
or sophisms may have been advanced as arguments for its adoption, or how 
many assumptions and errors may have entered into the calculation of the 
rate, (Quarterly Review, Vol. 14, p. 513, 1838) and although minds differed 
then as now as to whether time would or has solved the question of the fin- 
ancial soundness of the plan, and as to whether the advantages of a cheap, 
rapid and universal communication are not so important that a nation can 
well afford to pay part of the eapense from its general revenue. 

Nor does it matter much that nearly every part of this plan seems to have 
been previously suggested separately, and its essential features even combined 
by some one else. It was largely due to the energy of Mr. Hill that they 
were adopted as a whole, whether its fundamental idea that the reduction of 
tax, within due limits, increases revenue, came from Sir Henry Parnell’s 
Finance Reform, as Sir Rowland himself admits, or the theory that postage 
should be charged by weight instead of by the sheet, or by the distance, was 
derived from the Anglo-French Treaty of March 30, 1836, or from the postal 
regulations regarding newspapers on the continent, or from the suggestions 
of Mr. Wallace in 1833, (Postage Stamps of Great Britain, p. 17) or whether 
the well tried scheme of the District Post of Dockwra and its successors, or 
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the long established privileges of taxed newspapers then lately extended to 
other printed matter, suggested uniformity of rate, disregard of distance, or 
the rate itself, and although the records show that Mr. E. Bulwer Lytton, in 
June, 1832, had proposed in Parliament to repeal the stamp duty on news- 
papers and advertisements, and appoint a committee to report instead a plan 
for a uniform postage, suggesting one so like Sir Rowland’s, letters excepted, 
that one is puzzled to distinguish between them; that on May 22d, 1834, Mr. 
Lytton repeated the proposal in Parliament, and Sir Rowland’s own brother 
spoke in favor of the plan, and recalled, as a means of carrying it out, Mr. 
Knight’s suggestion of covers (Hansard, 3d Series, Vol. 23, pp. 1193 and 
1214) to which Sir Rowland acknowledges he was indebted for his idea of 
collecting postage by stamps ; that a Committee on May 5, 1836, had re- 
ported to Parliament in favor of alow uniform rate of postage for prices 
current, though as they could not divest themselves of the old idea that a tax 
on the paper was “more certain for the revenue” and a “saving of time for 
the post office’, accomplishing the same result, when accompanied by the 
right of free transmission through the mail, as had long been the case with 
newspapers, these ideas were embodied in the postal acts of 1836, (6 and 7 
Guil LV, Chap. 59 and 76); that the Committee which reported favorably 
upon Sir Rowland’s plan (3d Report, p. 68), recommended its adoption not 
because it contained anything original, but because, as they say, “As re- 
gards the plan of a low uniform rate, payable in advance, and to be collected 
by means of stamps, the principal points established in evidence are the fact 
that this p'an in the case of newspapers is now in full operation, and was re- 
tained in the year 1836 expressly on the ground of its superior convenience 
as a mode of collecting postage; the fact that this plan, so far as uniformity 
of rate and prepayment are concerned, is already in operation in the case of 
the letters of soldiers and sailors, and is considered by them a highly valuable 
privilege; the fact that so far as uniformity of rating is concerned, the plan is 
in operation in the case of ship letters, which are transmitted for the rate of 
4d from one extremity of the Kingdom to the other.” 

Though late research has perhaps thus discovered what were the probable 
sources whence the inspiration of each separate part of the famous “Plan” 
flowed, though none of them may have been urged by its author in its favor, 
and al] may have been overlooked in the general joy at the adoption of the 
reform and in honoring its leader, none of these things, or the many more 
that might be recalled, did time suffice, are now likely to reverse the verdict 
of his contemporaries or detract from the fame of the “Father of the Modern 
Postal System.” 


Nor, if the inquiry is pursued as to whence the suggestion of the several 
forms of postage stamps provided for by the act of 1840, were originally de- 
rived, will all reach the same conclusion. Some will find the origin of pos- 
tage stamps in that device used for a time in Paris in 1653, which could be 
“wrapped around, attached to or tucked into a letter in any manner so that 
only it might be seen and removed by the carrier;” or in the letter sheets, 
both with embossed and impressed stamps, in use for prepaying postage in 
Sardinia, in 1819 and ’20; or inthe suggestions of postal stamps made, but 
not adopted, in Sweden in 1823; or in those “certain stamped envelopes” 
recommended by Mr. Whitney to the English Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to carry unbound printed matter in 1830, ( 

}, or in those covers proposed by Mr, Knight in 1834. 

Others again will claim that all these forms, as well as the adhesive of 
1840, have their suggestion in the fiscal stamps then in almost universal use 
in Europe. The form adopted in Holland in 1624, was, they say, itself ad- 
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hesive. ‘The stamped paper introduced into Castile in 1636, soon after into 
all the Spanish Colonies, and later into England in 1694, or the newspaper 
stamp of 1712, would, it is claimed, naturally suggest the stamped letter 
sheet, the newspaper band and the stamped cover as well. The medicine 
stamp of 1802, would, it is argued, readily convert itself into an adhesive 
postal so soon as the latter was wanted. There is no real difference, some 
will say, between a postal and a fiscal, it is only a question into which pocket 
the money goes, and modern systems are abolishing all such fanciful distinc- 
tions between these branches of the revenue. 

Others will still maintain that there can be no possible suggestion of a 
postage stamp in any fiscal; that there is a wide step from the ungummed 
medicinal stamp to the adhesive postage stamp. Everyone had forgotten 
those old stamps of Holland, they will say, and so late as 1861 the United 
States Patent Office recognized the principles that a wrapper ready gummed 
was different from an ungummed wrapper by granting letters patent to the 
suggester, 


There will always be others again who will credit or discredit all state- 
ments as to the making of essays of adhesive postage stamps at Dundee in 
1834 by James Chalmers, and affirm or deny that Mr. Hill must have heard 
of this suggestion, as well as that of Mr. Knight, through some of his affilia- 
tions with other postal reformers, ere he so glibly answered the Committee 
of 1836. Which theory is right 1s after all a matter of belief. 

“What is history,”’ said Napoleon, “‘ but a fable accepted ;” and Napoleon 
himself is a demi-god or a devil, according as his fable is penned by an Abbot 
ora Scott. Every one who investigates such disputes is in the end his own 
court of last resort. Some will accept such portions of the correspondence 
as Mr. Pearson Hill chooses to permit to be seen, some will have the whole 
ornone. Some will accept the evidence of apparently unbiased men, and 
some will reject it. Some will submit to arbitrary rules, and others will not 
think they apply. No tribunal is of such dignity, that its decision will satis- 
fy all in this case any more than arbitrary rules or other judgments have 
harmonized all opinions as to who discovered Neptune, or invented the 
telephone. At best they can only decide who shall wear the laurels or retain 
the emoluments. These his countrymen have long since decreed to Sir 
Rowland Hill. We may accept or reject their decision as our investigations 
lead us, but it is the height of folly to let the discussion sow discord in our 
ranks. 

We have the system and enjoy its results; we have, as its outcome, more 
postal stamps to study than any one of us can ever hope to know all about. 
If these do not suffice, there is still the wide field of fiscals to explore, and 
the genius of the future will doubtless find other uses for so convenient 
a means of collection, until tariffs are abolished, and internal revenue aband- 
oned, and the single tax problem is solved. 

The fiscal stamp is often the child of war or of oppression, called into 
being only to add to the burdens of overtaxed communities, to be carried 
long after the cause for their creation ceased, a foe to progress and content- 
ment alike, but the postage stamp is the mild child of peace, the messenger 
of rich and poor, the friend of all, whoever may be entitled to the honor of 
its first suggestion. It is unseemly that its lovers should wrangle among 
themselves. 

From this review of what we know of the origin of the objects we col- 
lect, our memories might naturally wander to the traditions and scattered 
records of the early days of stamp collecting, did not the time and place re- 
call rather the hour when four years ago our thoughts were turned to this city, 
busy with wondering what the little band who were then holding that first 





310 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 





Convention and planning for that newborn Association, would devise for us. 
Many collectors widely scattered throughout our country, knowing each other 
only by rumor, pursuing a thousand different daily avocations, with no com- 
mon tie of thought or sympathy save their interest in that one quest which 
had enlivened and occupied their leisure hours, had long felt that if their 
common pursuit were not to remain a mere pastime and hobby, but was to 
be developed upon systematic principles, there was need of union and united 
effort, and without waiting to decide just what should be done, or just what 
means should be adopted, had determined to unite first and leave experience 
to teach both the means and the object. The lines on which such a union 
was possible were few indeed; to assist individuals to acquire knowledge in 
regard to the pursuit and to cultivate a feeling of friendship among all en- 
gaged init. And soanticipating much, expecting more, our undefined desires 
took various shapes, as we stood thus on the threshold of what we believed 
to be a new era for our pursuit, and about to bid farewell to the old. 

Some seemed to have fancied that from the misty land where they had 
groped along, they were to cross, a grand company, on the rainbow bridge, 
and divide at once the treasure fabled to Ife buried at its end in the Land of 
Promise.. These saw no brilliant colors in our modest Constitution, and 
gathering only disappointment, refused to join our band. Others dreamt 
that they were to be wafted by some magician’s wand through Fairy-Land, 
where all should revel, without personal endeavor, in its wonders; and these, 
too, fell by the way. Others seemed to fear that the marvels stored in the 
palaces of Abdalla of the Sea would prove to be only broken shells in weedy 
caves and briny waves to Abdalla of the Land. These still stand waiting, 
content to pick up the jetsam that may wash ashore. The more serious knew 
that we were but raising a standard about which all sorts of material would vol- 
unteer to muster, and that’only after much drilling and marching and counter- 
marching, weary hours of waiting in inactive camps, and much desertion, 
could the nucleus of the Grand Army of American Philatelists be formed. 
Unlike many who associate to traverse a well defined path, or learn a long 
established science, our band was to explore an untried wilderness, and build 
both the path and the citadel itself. As the shifting scences of those four 
years are rapidly passed in review, we are constrained to admit that we 
started on right lines. 


The first year of undisciplined straggling, when all wanted to lead and 
none to follow ; when each rode his own pet hobby, amazed that al! did not 
recognize in it the superior war horse, as it floundered in the morass, brought 
us at last, in no fraternal mood, to the appointed rendezvous at Chicago. 
Convinced, nevertheless, as we reviewed the year, that even our attempt at 
nnion had gained for us something,the peace pipe was passed along the line and 
Our regulations made more full and explicit ere we started on a new campaign. 

Though better organized and fitted for our work. our second year dis- 
closed not so much of individual seeking, as of a tendency to class dissen- 
tion that boded no goodto our cause, and again, as we bivouaced at Boston, 
we were fain to review both the methods of those engaged in like pursuits 
and our own experience, and to more clearly define the respective duties 
and obligations of our members. 

Fair was the pageant as our array began the march anew, but in that third 
eventful year demoralization in high places, and consequent murmurings 
that broke forth at last into loud complaint, awakened all the slumbering 
jealousies, individual, class, and sectional, with their harsh clamor, and 
compelled us again to consider, when the tents were pitched in St. Louis, 
our need of continued concession and remodelling our regulations on more 
rigorous lines. 
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Some old campaigners thought they saw in our action then prognostica- 
tions of danger and reason for withdrawing from our ranks. Too much 
power, they say, was concentrated in the residents in a single section. If 
it shall be discovered here to-day that there has been any abuse or misuse 
of the power so delegated, such dire forebodings may be justified, but for 
this fourth year our army has marched on, new recruits have joined our 
company, better discipline and better feeling has prevailed, and with no 
diminished numbers or abated enthusiasm, we look back upon the year with 
great content. From other lands where others are united for the same pur- 
suit, the news is wafted full of inspiration. Our German brethren have in- 
creased in numbers and report good work from Dresden; our Austrian 
friends have marked their progress by a successful exhibition at Vienna, 
Our English comrades may well be proud, for they have crowned the year 
in their celebration of this anniversary. Others in other lands are growing 
strong in numbers and enthusiasm, To each and all we offer our congratu- 
lations, while for ourselves rejoicing that, though so many names have drop- 
ped from our muster rolls, and so many who ought to be with us still stand 
hesitating, there are so many old veterans here to-day proud to have stood 
by the standard, and so many new recruits whose only regret is that they 
did not soonerfall into line, all firm in the conviction that it was well that 
standard was raised here in New York four years ago, and sure of the lesson 
these years have taught us. 

Ours must ever be a band of volunteers; we can draft none into our army 
however much we may need them, But it is apparent, is it not, that just so 
much as we have adhered to our aim, by just so much as we have defined 
the duties and privileges of each, and perfected our discipline, by just so 
much as the common welfare has been made paramount to individual whims 
and class distinctions and sectional prejudice; by just so much have we 
prospered as an Association; by just so much has our pursuit gained in 
dignity; by just so much has each individual attained in the end his private 
advancement. These are the objects for which our Association was formed 
and which hitherto we have steadily pursued and to which every change in 
our regulations has tended. As we address ourselves to-day to the work of 
completing what we have begun and strengthening our form of government 
by incorporating, that there may be authority somewhere to enforce those re- 
gulations that may tend to leave none but worthy friends in our ranks, and 
push with vigor those offensive operations which we feel are necessary that 
there may be none but harmless foes without to discredit our pursuit, it 
should be our aim to advance on the same line that has been pursued in the 
past; to adhere to those principles that have been proved and tried, to retain 
so far as possible the spirit of our old Constitution as an Association, 

Were ours a business union formed to aid our members in acquiring 
knowledge of the relative commercial value of the specimens they may possess 
or desire, in increasing by purchase or exchange their individual collections, 
in solving the problem so often presented of whom to trust, or in collecting 
debts due from those whom temptation or dishonesty may lead to purchase 
more than they can promptly pay for, our task were easy and the form simple, 
We might then make a wide departure from our present plan and adopt the 
second plan of incorporation suggested as possible by our Committee, and 
let the business be done as business on a business basis. It would matter 
little who did it or where it was done, if only its managers were honest and 
efficient.and so situated relatively to each other as to conduct our affairs 
promptly. It is quite probable that a number of smaller local bodies, such 
as our Branch Societies, could and would manage such affairs better than a 
large national association. So strong is the desire of each collector to attain 
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all those ends wherein he can see direct advantage to himself, that while 
separately pursuing our individual interests during the year, each is prone to 
judge our Association a success or a failure by what he can see it has done or 
failed to do for him, and when we gather together, to approve those sugges- 
tions which appear to promise the greater direct benefit to his individual 
collection or ambition. We are all in danger of forgetting that business is not 
the object of our organization but incidental to it, the means and not the end. 

We were organized merely to aid our members in acquiring knowledge of 
our pursuit in devoting ourselves to the study of stamps in their intricate 
and minute varieties and their complicated history, we should still have some 
little business matters to attend to, but our regulations need be very simple, 
and again a smaller local body whose members could meet frequently for 
personal conference and quiet work would accomplish more than our large 
Association in such pursuits. Witness the results of the labors of the French, 
the London and Australian Associations in their studies as compared with 
what the Dresden, Austrian and American Associations have accomplished. 

But while we attempt in some measure to secure all these advantages for 
individuals, as well as to gather what information we may about stamps th em- 
selves to aid members in acquiring knowledge of their pursuit, the great ad- 
vantage of a large association counting its membership in all parts of the 
country, such as ours, the Dresden, the Austrian and other similar bodies, is 
in the effect its mere existence has in dignifying our pursuit itself. Our 
chief object should therefore be to present such an organization, so well con- 
ducted, so large in numbers, so bound together in friendship and harmonious 
in action, so friendly in its relations with other similar associations in all 
lands, that ultimately all earnest devotees of our science throughout the land 
will be found in our membership and thus our pursuit be recognized as a 
worthy one by all who learn of us. And in the end this is the greatest aid 
we can secure for individual members, for to the members of such a body 
will come presently advantages in procuring specimens for their collections, 
in, exchanging their surplus, in learning who are the earnest, worthy collectors, 
and avoiding losses, in gathering the scattered information as to stamps them- 
selves and documents relating to their history, that have hitherto been con- 
fined to the privileged few. 

Let him who doubts that such has already been among the gains of 
our Association, or wonders still what personal advantages associations 
offer him, consider well whether he had rather live in this glad year when 
each true Knight of the Lady Philatelia much rejoices that in all lands to- 
day prince and potentate, lord and lady, officials high in place and the 
honored in all avocations are proud to acknowledge their devotion to her ser- 
vice and crowd to her celebrations; when the press is her herald and govern- 
ments participate in her exhibitions,and her service is recognized as honorable 
and worthy, or at that time not far remote when her servitors battled with ri- 
bald scoffers and she herself was compelled to wander in disguise and veil her 
face, despoiled of rightful honor, her approach heralded as “ softening of the 
brain ’’ and officials wondered what frauds on the revenue were being prac- 
ticed by her devotees, ere her standard was raised by the associations of her 
followers, and congratulate himself, if he can, that the change has been 
wrought without his aid and none of his endeavor. Let that other if such 
there be, who feels no chord within his breast vibrate responsive to this touch 
compare this day of spacious offices, with their luxurious furnishings and 
pondrous safes, where now in business centers are displayed the treasures 
that he covets, where at ease he may select from ornate albums, or unsullied 
sheets, Or cozy nests and boxes, his wants beyond satiety, and busy clerks 
are handling mails and freights from every quarter,of the glube, with that 
unforgotten time, when from a rough pine board, half hid from curious eyes, 
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among the confused heaps of a street stall. he furtively snatched some covet- 
ed specimen from its confining tack, and paid his nimble copper, or rarer 
nickle, in shamefaced haste, to scurry round the corner to gloat in solitude 
upon the treasure,—and declare if he can, that it is profitless to him that he 
may follow the pursuit in open day, in luxury and peace and honor, and he 
is glad that to the change nor time nor influence of his has been devoted. 
Or if there be another who can only recognize that progress which can be 
measured by a money value, let him from the shelves of some philatelic 
library where in long rows are gathered the literature of our pursuit, the 
monthly magazine, hand book and monograph, directory and almanac, 
priced and auction catalogue, select some little pamphlet that not many 
years ago sufficed to price our treasurs, and the ponderous volume that is 
now required, and satisfy himself by careful computation by what per cent his 
album has increased in value, andif he is still content to credit all the differ- 
ence to business enterprise and push and adversising, let him refiect that the 
most prominent of all who follow our pursuit as business were the first to 
recognize how much our Association would be to their advantage, as well as 
first to endorse and foster all our undertakings. 

To the end that the business necessary to a well conducted Association, 
should be systematically transacted, we have found it necessary from time to 
time in the past gradually to transfer more and more of the actual manage- 
ment of matters of internal discipline, of finance, of business in short, from 
our Official Board to our Board of Trustees, and to select these Trustees 
from one locality, so that they may meet to transact our affairs. We pro- 
pose now to take another step in the same direction by adding to the duties 
of this Board those special duties of Treasurer and Secretary which alone of 
all business matters are still conducted by members of our Official Board. 
Is the change such a great one that any here to-day can see in it the elements 
of dissolution? We propose to add two members to this Board, in order to 
lighten the burdens of each, to make all its members elective and to protect 
them under the law in the discharge of their duties by incorporating our 
Association. ‘That there is aught in this simple change, which is but a step 
forward in the path we have hitherto pursued with such advantage, to stir 
the hearts of any “to mutiny and rage,”’ to tempt any to raise the factional 
war cry of “ East or West” or “ North or South to the Rescue,” and to re- 
fuse to press onward with us to success, many of us are loth to believe. He 
were no true Knight of our Lady Philatelia, and recreant indeed, his chivalry 
were poor and his Philatelic patriotism small, who should hesitate to do his 
devoir or waiver in his allegiance because the law of the land requires that 
a bare majority of those who direct her financial affairs and enforce her de- 
crees should be chosen from a single State. Has any ever heard that in the 
history of that most numerous and successful of all Philatelic Associations 
any dire calamity has had its origin in the location of its officers in and 
around the city of Dresden. In national affairs while the fate of parties in 
particular campaigns has often depended on the selection of candidates from 
particular states, has it ever been claimed that the fate of the nation. or the 
patriotism of individuals depended on any such issue? If there be such an 
instance the disaster came to those who waivered in their loyalty. All such 
jealousies have been thrice buried, let their ghosts not rise to disturb our 
councils. 

To the end that we may enlist all earnest workers in our cause and bind 
them firmly together in friendship, it is first necessary that our own affairs 
should be conducted harmoniously and well, It is equally important for the 
attainment of the same results, and the prosperity of our pursuit, that the 
national character of our Association should be preserved, and that we should 
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continue to foster interest in our undertaking in all parts of our country. 
With this view hitherto we have selected our appointative officers not only 
with reference to their ability but, as each conducts his own department with- 
out needing to consult any other, from as many different localities as possible, 
that each might advance the cause in his immediate vicinity. This feature 
of our former plan we propose to retain in its entirety. For the same reason 
we have had resident vice-presidents wherever there has been sufficient local 
interest to warrant their appointment. This means of inspiration we need 
not relinquish, but may perhaps extend with advantage to similar appoint- 
ments in foreign lands, that the interests of our members there and here may 
be more closely united. With like intent to preserve interest everywhere in 
our Association and maintain its national character, our Annual Convention 
has been held each year in a different locality selected by the vote of the 
majority at the preceding Convention. By proper regulations we design to 
maintain the same policy in our corporation. For the same purpose has 
been provided an Official Board to supervise, advise and guide the general 
administration of our affairs, to assist and counsel members, and take the 
lead in advancing our pursuit. We shall aim to preserve all that is valuable 
in this provision of our Constitution and in the organization of this Board. 
It should be, as it is, an honorary distinction to be called to the position, and 
no duties should be required of any of its members that would be considered 
irksome. Our foremost men should be our counselors and known to be our 
leaders. When our rules shall be so framed that no onerous conditions shall 
deter any from accepting the position, the wisdom of the majority of our 
members may be depended on to select only such to hold the office as will 
best fulfill its duties, and it is far from likely that those who are considered 
worthy of the place would neglect any local interest, or that any considerable 
number of our members would fail to be represented in the Board, even 
should a majority decide to place no restriction upon its selection, for the 
welfare of the whole Association is dependent on a right administration of its 
affairs and the maintainance of the interest in our organization in all parts of 
our country. It may seem wiser to some to retain the provision that limits 
the selection of the members of this Board todifferent states. But it is sound 
American doctrine both in political and social life, that the majority should 
rule and that all should abide by its decision. It is hard to believe that after 
all our experience any are with us to-day who will be unwilling to submit to 
that decision, whatever it may be, or abandon our work until at least the plan 
adopted shall have been thoroughly tested. If it work detriment to any in- 
terest and the majority are then unmindful of the welfare of any, it will be 
soon enough to talk of desertion. 

Lest good men shou'd err and pernicious counsels prevail or ill-considered 
changes be made in our fundamental law, it is intended further to restrict 
the powers of the proposed Managing Board, except in purely business mat- 
ters, to such action as shall be indicated by the annual Convention, by the 
Advisory Board or by the vote of all our members. 

This plan is proposed only after much thought and not a little investiga- 
tion. Reviewed in the light of these reminiscenses it seems to contemplate no 
departure from our es‘ablished policy, but its full development, to offer all 
we need without any suggestion of revolution. Let it be discussed calmly, 
modified, if need be, wisely, proved by experience, 

Skill is not given to every man to crystalize in burning words and rythmic 
phrases the legends and traditions, “full of hope and yet of heartbreak ” 
that recount the death of thraldom and the birth offreedom. The lot falls 
but to a chosen few to rescue from the oblivious tombs of musty archives and 
dusty tomes, the secrets of the onward march of suffering millions towards 
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happiness and peace. But each ardent collector, humble though his collec- 
tion be, preserves the mementoes of a great reform demanded by the peo- 
ple, drags from forgotten hiding places and rescues from oblivion the fragile 
monuments of a revolution, which broke the fetters that had hampered com- 
merce, imprisoned thought, obstructed intercourse, weighed on the hearts 
and brains of millions, and stopped the march of civilization. To him who 
has the gift to read the story of its pictured treasures, his album is at once, 
according to his mood, the matchless chronicle beguiling his lonesome hour 
with glowing legend or stirring history, the skillful magician transforming his 
leisure day to an enchanted journey, the beneficent fairy soothing his time of 
sadness by restful dreams. 

Jealous of his own, the friend that never fails, companion that never tires, 
mistress that never chides, prodigal of thought and time and treasure to en- 
rich and beautify it, zealous to recount its praises and its glories, ardent to 
lead others to follow in the path and quaff the charmed cup, proud in the 
gathering numbers of his clan, exultant in the triumph of his cult, genial in 
his wide-spread friendship, prudent in affairs, the true Philatelist to-day 
meets with the members of his guild, wise to deliberate for the common 
weal, considerate of the rights of every other, animated by the spirit and in- 
spired by the precepts of that champion of the people’s cause and conserva- 
tor of a united country, whose honored name blazons these halls so gener- 
ously tendered for the celebration of this anniversary: “ With malice towards 
none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right—let us strive on to finish 
the work we are in.”’ 


THE SUMMER AUCTION. 


The experiment of holding an auction sale during the summer, while a 
number of philtelists from distant places were visiting our city, has proven 
a successful one and we hope that at the Convention to be held next year we 
shall have material on hand for another sale. 

The attendance varied from 40 to 60 and although the sale was rather long 
drawn out, very few tired, and by means of lemonade and ice cream furnished 
by the Scott Stamp and Coin Co, L’d., a feeling of goodfellowship was 
created which has never been equaled at a similar occasion. 

Taken as whole the prices were very satisfactory, asthe annexed list will 
show: 

United States, Providence, roc black - .50 
< Periodicals, $9.00 cancelled - .50 
24.00 4 - .0O 
36.00 - : - .00 
48.00 “ .00 
60.00 y ° rele) 
Mobile, 5c blue, cancelled - - - .60 
Afghanistan, 1870, Sanar, black . - .10 
t 1870, Abassi, “ - .00 
1872, % rupee,“ .00 
1872, 1 rupee, “ 
1874, Sanar, mauve 
1874, Abassi, mauve - 
Bolivia, 1867, 10c brown - - 
“1871, 500c black, not very fine, 
British Guiana, 18$0, 1c magenta, not fine, 


“ec 


“ 


“ 


sé 
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Ceylon, 1861, 1s 9p green, perforated, 
Dominican Republic, 1865, Mr green, - 
Finland, 1856, 1op claret, error, used 
Guadeloupe, unpaid letter, 40c ‘black - 
Mauritius, 1848, rp red, bluish paper, used - ; 
+... apimedy ivi 5° “late impression . 
Mexico, 1867, ir blue, used, - - - - 
New Zealand, watermarked N. Z., ish green, rouletted, used - 
Nova Scotia, 1857, rsh violet, not very fine, used . 
Peru, 1858, ¥% peso dark yellow, used - 
“ Arequipa, 1882, 25c red, used - 
Philippine Islands, 1854, 5c orange, used 
“3 1854, 5c vermilion, used 
7 rr ** ar green, used - 
Spain, 1850, 1or green, used - 
1852, .2r red, heavily cancelled - 
Tasmania, 1853, Ip blue, on original letter - 
Victoria, 1861, 6p orange, not fine, used - 


UNITED STATES ENVELOPES. 


om 
ur 


1rOoOMANN DoH OOM 
) ¥ 


uw 


1853, 3c red, white paper, die 5 (H No. 3%) used, - 
‘3c red, buff paper, die 5 (H No. 5) used, - 
1861, 4c blue and red, buff paper, (H No. 48), 


THE NEW AUSTRIAN STAMPS. 


Instead of the postage stamps now in use, the following stamps of < 

design will be issued : 
1 kreuzer, dark gray 
2 “ light brown 
3 green 
5 red 
10 blue 
12 dark red 
15 carmine 
20 olive green 
24 gray blue 
30 * — dark brown 
5° violet 
1 gulden, dark blue 
2 “ dark red 

The new stamps are in rectangular shape and perforated. 

a. The stamps from 1 to 50 kreuzer bear the head of his majesty, the Em- 
peror, turned to left, surrounded by a band on light ground bearing the in- 
scription “ Kais. Koenig]. oester. Post” at the sides and “Kreuzer” at top 
and bottom. 

This band is broken at the four corners by engine work, bearing the figures 
of value in black. The stamps are typographed on a fine paper with black 
brown threads. 

b. The stamps of 1 and 2 gulden also bear the portrait of the Emperor, 
but in relief, and turned to the right. The portrait is surrounded by pearls 
and then by an oval band on dark ground, bearing the inscriptions in light 
print: at the sides, “ Kais. Koenig]. oester. Post,” and at the top and bottom 
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“Gulden.” This oval band is broken at the four corners by circles bearing 
the figures of value in white. At the bottom of the stamp, on a horizontally 
lined ground, are the respective values “ Ein Gulden ” and “ Zwei Gulden.” 

The stamps are printed in /atlle douce on fine paper with black brown 
threads. 

c. The stamps impressed on envelopes, letter cards, postal cards, wrappers, 
etc., are identical in color with the postage stamps. 

The tax money order cards have the stamps printed in black. 

All these classes bear the portrait the Emperor, facing left and surrounded 
by a dark band, right angled at the bottom and semi-circular at the top. 
The band bears the following inscriptions in black: “Kais Koenigl. Oester. 
Post”’ at the sides, and “Kreuzer” at the bottom. This band, surrounded 
by pearls, is broken at the lower corners as well as at the center, on top, by 
rectangular blocks bearing a colored figure of value on dark ground. The 
upper corners are filled in with ornamental ground surrounded by arabesques. 

d. The stamps of the Levant, will, as hitherto, consist of the regular issues 
surcharged with their corresponding values in Turkish currency. For the 
present however, only the following will be thus surcharged: Postage Stamps, 
3, 5, 10, 20 and 50 kreuzer; Postal Cards, 5 kreuzer; Reply Cards, 5 kreuzer; 
Letter Cards, 10 kreuzer. 

The new stamps of 1, 12, 15, 24, 30 kreuzer andr and 2 gulden, will be 
issued on the first of September, whereas the other values will not be issued 
until the supply of the corresponding values of the current issue is exhausted. 

The current stamps will be received for postage until the 31st of December 
of this year, but from that date until the 31st of March, 1891, they may be 
exchanged at any post office, in full sheets, orin decimal fractions, for stamps of 
the new issue, 

The present newspaper and newspaper delivery stamps remain in use. 

BACQUEHEM, M, P 
(Philatelistischer Bérsen Courter. ) 


THE A. P. A. ELECTION. 


The election of officers for the ensuing two years resulted as follows: 

PRESIDENT.—]. K. Tiffany, 410. W. C. VanDerlip, 24. Scattering 4. 
Blank, 1. 

Vice PresipENT.—C, B. Corwin, 248. P.M. Wolsieffer, 161. W.C. Van 
Derlip, 20. Scattering, 4. Blank, 6. 

SECRETARY.—M, F. Walton, 422. Scattering, 2. Blank, 15. 

TREASURER.—Chas. Gregory, 434. Scattering, 1. Blank, 4 

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY.—Joseph Rechert, 337. Henry Clotz, 64. 
William. Sellschopp, 33. Scattering, 2. Blank, 3. 

Under the Constitution, as amended, Messrs. Tiffany, Corwin, Walton, 
Gregory and Rechert were elected. 


NOTES. 

The list of Colombian official cubiertas which we publish this month is 
certainly the most complete in existence; however we have not the presump- 
tion to say that it is complete for there isno doubt that a number of these 
cubiertas still remain unknown, they having been issued since 1886 by the 
postmasters of the different cities and not by the government. We will be 
greatly obliged to any of our readers who will furnish us with additional in- 
formation, 
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BoLivaR.—A correspondent informs us that when at Cartagena a month or 
so ago, he found the roc mauve, dated 1880, was being employed di- 
vided diagonally as 5c stamps, and he was told by an official in the post 
office that they had no 5c stamps of any date on hand, and that halves 
of the 10c would continue to be used for the former value. He found the 
other values of various dates being used indiscriminately—the 8oc and 1 
peso of 1882 and 1883, and the 20c and 4oc of different dates. This 
dating system does not seem to cause any great inconvenience after 
all, except to collectors.— The Philatelic Record. 

BRAzIL.—Until recently the stamps of this country were printed on a small 
press and glycerine ink was used to print with, The Mint of Rio de Janeiro, 
where the stamps are printed, recently purchased a Marinoni press and 
is using it since the 15th of January. The ink usedon the press being 
oily, the surface of the stamps is white instead of tinted as before. 
The stamps have been re-engraved, minute differences being noticeable; 
the new stamps also appear smaller, they are perforated closer than 
formerly. Mr. Clotz has shown us a roo and 200 reis, 

Cauca.—The Philatelic World chronicles a new provisional inscribed 
“ Cauca—vale 5 ctos—Provisional—P de A” in four lines, enclosed by an 
ornamental frame. The color is red on white. 

CoLomBia.—Some of our European Contemporaries chronicle the follow- 
ing provisionals: 





~ 


ae Jo! / 
/ 


€ 
\ 


Cs / 
pores 


1c black on blue paper 
iT * pink paper 
a" * yellow paper 
The following extract from a letter we received from Mr. W. T. Curtis, 
will prove their true character: ‘‘If you are offered any Provisional stamps 
of Almaguer do not buy, they are no better than counterfeits. The Post 
Master of Almaguer attempted to run out of stamps and issued some pro- 
visionals for personal profit, but on complaint he was thrown into prison. If 
any passed through the mail they were not accepted but additional postage 
charged. I have seen some on the envelopes but am satisfied that the en- 


velope with the provisional stamp did not pass the Post Office together.’ 
Ecuapor.—The official stamps which we chronicle this month, are, with- 


out any doubt authentic; the information having beer given to us by one of 
the highest officials of the Republic. 


FInLAND—No special stamps are issued any longer for this country, only 
Russian stamps being used there now. 


France—The 7th of March a governmental decree suppressed the 75 cen- 
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times stamp. A large numberof business men having protested against this 
measure, the Post Office department has decided to re-issue this value. The 
new stamp will be printed in dark violet on orange. 


Monaco.—According to the Revue Philateligue no more stamps will be 
issued in the Principality from January next, French stamps alone will be 
used; the reason is one of economy, the Prince being unwilling to order new 
plates, the cost of manufacturing them being larger than the proceeds. 


PARAGUAY.—We copy from the Monthly Journal: “We have received a 
set of official stamps unperforate of the following description and value: 

1 Centavo.—The type of the 1c of 1884, printedin orange, on the back 
an upright oval with a star inside, and asuNCION and wreath in border, a let- 
ter A and 1886 in black. 

2 Centavos.—The name in panel of solid colour, above the value in circle, 
below which lies a lion. Union Postat Correos below, ornaments at each 
side; on the back is the word Asuncion and 1886 in blue, B in Old English 
type and a star in black. 

5 Centavos.—Sun in centre oval, numerals in shields on-each side, small 
head in circle in upper centre; wreaths on either side, and inscription below; 
on the back are tied branches enclosing a star, and 1886 in blue, small A 
above star, and C in black. 

7 Centavos.—Circular frame containing name and enclosing star and 
wreath; Correos in panel at top; background of vertical lines on the back; 
ASUNCION in thin block type in blue, 1886 and small D in black. 

10 Centavos.—Somewhat similar to the last value, with small head at top 
and bottom and value on white shields in upper corners; the printing on the 
back is the same as on the 1 centavo, only there is a letter E instead of a 
letter A. 

15 Centavos.—The stamp is divided into two parts by a scroll bearing the 
name in white letters, under which on the left is a railway train, above on the 
right is the value, a star and foliage; onthe back is a lion in blue, 1886 and 
F in black. 

20 Centavos.—lIn a centre oval is a steamer afloat, with name above, the 
value in ovals in all four corners, a broad frame inscribed at sides; on the 
back a similar oval to that on the 1 centavo, but oblong instead of upright, 
and without star in blue: the date and letter G in black. 

The backs of all are coveréd with wavy orange lines. The two highest 
values are oblong rectangles. All bear the word Orriciat in black, printed 
diagonally, in large block letters on the 1 centavo, in small block letters on 
the other values, except the 2 centavos, on which it is in script letters, The 
eolours are:— 
centavo, orange 

. violet 
scarlet 
green 
10 - brown 
15 - slate 
20 > lake 
(Note—These are the unperforated official stamps catalogued by all dealers since 1886.) 


I 
2 
5 


SEYCHELLES.—According to the Philatelic Record, envelopes of 8, 16 and 
25 cents will be issued. 


Ws are indebted for some of our information to Messrs Clotz,Witt, Prosky 
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Curtis and Mekeel, alsoto /e Timbre Poste,the Monthly Journal,the Philatelic 
World, the Philatelic Record, Philatelistischer Borsen Courier, le Collection- 
neur de Timbres Poste, l Echo de la Timbrologie and der Philatelist. 


STATEN ISLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 


(Branch of American Philatelic Association.) 


Meetings held on the third Wednesday of each month at 8 P. M. at Loes- 
cher’s Hotel, 136 Canal Street, Stapleton, S. I, N. Y. President, August 
Dejonge. 


MEETING, JULY 16, 18go. 


Present: Messrs. Aug. Dejonge, F. Albrecht, H. Clotz, Oscar Dejonge 
and Chas. Kentgen. 

Meeting called to order at 8 p. m. 

On account of absence of the Secretary, Mr, Chas. Kentgen was elected 
Secretary pro tem. 

Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Dejonge proposed for membership Mr. William F. Hahn, of Louis- 
ville, Ky. Reported to Executive Committee. 

Mr. Lehman tenders his resignation as Secretary on account of removal 
to Baltimore. His resignation was accepted with regrets and thanks voted 
for the faithful performance of his duties. 

The President cails special attention to all members to send in their votes 
as well as proxies for the A. P. A. Convention held August 4th, 5th and 6th, 
at the Lincoln Club, 56 Clinton Place. All members who will participate at 
the Banquet at Coney Island, must get tickets in advance, price $3.00, which 
are to be had of J. W. Scott, 163 Fulton St., N. Y. 

Meeting adjourned at 9 p. m., on account of excessive heat. 


Cuas, KENTGEN, Secretary pro tem. 


All communications relating to exchange, address to R. F. Albrecht, 615 
W. 38th Street, New York City. 





THE PostTAL CARD CATALOGUE. 


ORANGE FREE STATES. 


BRIEF @ KAART 
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494 
1889 484 1p brown and black, rose 
“ “ ‘é ia 
Ip pearl gra 
Ip = white 
Ip 3 sé gray, blue marbled 
Ip ~ 4 rose, blue and red marbled 


PARAGUAY. 


1882 485 2c lilac, white 


Duion Postal Universal. | Union Postale Universelle 


REPUBLICA ux. PARAGUAY. | BEPUBLIQUE » PARAGUAY 
TARIETA. POSTAL, | CARTE POSTALE., 





OF ESTE 4900 SE ESCRIBE LA DIRECTION * LA COMUNICACION SE ESCRibe Al REVERSO 


486 


1882 486 3c blue, white 
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| Union Postal Universal. Union Postale Universelle. 
REPUBLICAmn PARAGUAY. | REPUBLIQUE m PARAGUAY } 


DE ESTE LADO SE ESCRIBE La DIRECCION 4 LA COMUNICACION SE ESCRIBE AL REVERSO. 
487 
1882 487 4x4c brown, white F 8 
“ 6x6c green, “ FS 


RESPUESTA. 


Union Postal Universal. | Union Postale Universelle. . 
REPUBLICAon PARAGUAY. | REPUBLIQUE m PARAGUAY 


 TARJETA POSTAL, | CARTE POSTALR,.: 
2 CENTAVOS 


ty 
YY 


Gb. CSTE LAOO SE ESCRIBE La OIRECCION + LA COMUNICACION SE ESCRIGE aL REVERSO 

488 

1882 488 e2xe2c brown, white F 8 

ya 3x3c green, “ F8 

- 5 (error) white F 8 

“ +e 5x5c ‘. “ec “ F > 

Union Postal Universal. f/ Union Postale Universelle. 
PARAGUAY. 


Cc 


DE ESTE LADO SE ESCRIBE LA DIRECCION -* LA COMUNICACION SE ESCRIBE AL REVERSO 
489 
1884 489 2c red and black 
” “3c blue and black 
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PERSIA. 


Mncmo 044 adpeca. 


1. OrxnpsrToe unch.wo 2OsmNO GerTe CHOUHA ONJANEHO COOTEST- 
CTBEHHONO NOTTOROIO MAPKOIO. 

2. Ha ero cropont xpomb anpeca ne novRouneTcaA HEUCTO 
_pyraro necare. 








490 
2 shahi stamp a half of 1 shahi stamp affixed in upper right corner. 
1 1878 Ayo ‘gs baad and Bn oe 


491 
2 1878 491 no value, black, sviite 


Same sure harged 2 ¥% in red in 4 circle. 
3 1878 491 2¥s black, white 
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2748 black, green and lilac, red surcharge, white 1.5 
21 6S “ ““ blue “ 
Same right half of 1 shahi stamp. 
2%s black, green and lilac, red surcharge, white I. 
2%s “ se ** blue " 
I shahi stamp cut vertically in two; left half. 
2%s black, green and lilac, red surcharge, white Let 
2's 7 “blue _ 
Same, right half of 1 shahi stamp. 
27 a8 s blac k, green and lilac, red surcharge, white 1.5 


“ce “ee blue “ 
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s black and rose, red surcharge, white 
* Fe “* ake - 
Same, right half of 5 shahi stamp. 
1878 493 2s black and rose, red surcharge, white 
és “ 2%s “ “ee ‘saa “ 
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ADDENDA TO STAMP CATALOGUE. 


SDOth HMPDITION. 
INCLUDING ALL NEW ISSUES. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
OFFICIALLY SEALED. 

Rectangular, size 50x29 mm,; ornamental frame; in centie “ Officially 
Sealed,” above, “ U. S. Post Office Department,” below, “ Opened through 
mistake by” 

1890 blue, while paper 
ARCENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Perforated. 
tS8go 2727 .25c mauve 
BRAZIL. 


RE} 


Per for ated. 
1890 2692 10or crimson, re-engraved 
7 a 2oor purple, - 
BRITISH CUIANA. 
PROVISIONAL ISSUE. 
Perforated. 
1890 2738 1c on 1d green, red surcharge 
7. + icon2d “ y 
COLOMBIAN REPUBLIC. 


Bolivar. 
PROVISIONAL ISSUE. 


10c stamps, cut diagonally in two, each half being used as a 5c. 
1890 2276 5§¢ lilac (half of roc 1880 issue) 
oe “ 5c “ ( ss “ 1882 “ ) 
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2739 5c red 


Cauca, 
PROVISIONAL ISSUE. 


ECUADOR. 
OFFICIAL STAMPS. 


Surcharged OFICIAL in biack. 


1886 787 


“ 


1c brown 
2c lake 
5c blue 
roc orange 
2oc slate 
““ §0c green 


“ 


1c green 
2c carmine 
5c blue 

8o0c gray 


FRENC 


840 


a 


i) 


Perforated. 
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OCHENTACENTAVS 


FRANCE. 
H OFFICES IN THE LEVANT. 


Perforated. 


2pia on 50c rose 


INDIA. 
Bamra. 





BAMRA 
postage 
AAA! 
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1890 2740 3p biack, yellow paper 
a 1 6p “ pink paper 
7 : ta “ dark blue paper 
= 4 2a “ green paper 


4a yellow paper 
8a “ pink paper 
ENVELOPES. 
Size 185x64 mm. 
6 pies black, grayish paper 
Size 113x67 mm. 


6 pies black, grayish paper 
Holkar. 


“4a black, pink paper 


Sirmoor. 
OFFICIAL STAMPS. 
On 
Surcharged in black S S 


3p orange 
6p green 
1a blue 
2a carmine 


Perforated. 
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2742 20c on 30c brown, black surcharge 
Ks 20c on socviolet, “ ™ 


MEXICO, 


Patzcuaro. 


Oblong quadrille paper. 


1868 35 (2reales) black on dlue paper 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
Perforated 10 
Watermarked S, A. and Crown. 


4p violet 


SPAIN. 
REVENUES USED FOR POSTAGE. 


Perforated. 


toc violet 


TURKEY. 


Perforated. 
2opa rose and gray 
2pi yellow and gray 
spi flesh and gray 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 


Perforated 14. 


Watermarked Crown and C. A. 


Ip rose 
2p slate blue 





